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ACID RAIN:
ARE THE PROBLEMS SOLVED?
May 2–3 Conference to Convene in D.C.
CEI has organized a national conference
on acid rain to be held at the Holiday Inn
Capitol in Washington, D.C. on May 2
and 3. Leading scientists, economists and
policy analysts will speak at the confer-
ence, along with Congressional represen-
tatives. EPA Administrator Christine
Todd Whitman has been invited to give a
luncheon address.

Speaker affiliations include U.S. EPA,
National Park Service, U.S. Geological
Survey, National Acid Precipitation As-
sessment Program, RAND Corporation,
Electric Power Research Institute, Ameri-
can Electric Power, Resources for the Fu-
ture, Environmental Defense, University
of Virginia, Syracuse University, New York
University, North Carolina State Univer-
sity, Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, California Air Resources
Board, Illinois State Water Survey, and
Environment Canada.

Current scientific findings and assess-
ments make clear that the problems re-
sulting from acid deposition have not been
resolved; and that reductions of the seri-
ous on-going ecological and economic
impacts of acid deposition—nation-
wide—require new policy initiatives. The
conference will inform decision makers
about North American regional impacts,
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW—MAY 16
Alan Knauf, Esq. Partner in Knauf Koegel
& Shaw, LLP will present a Special Top-
ics session on recent development in En-
vironmental Law at the federal, state and
local levels on Wednesday, May 16 from
7:00 to 9:30 p.m. The CEI-sponsored
program will be held at the Arts Center,
A-183, Nazareth
College on East Av-
enue, Pittsford.

The program will
provide an update on
recent developments,
and identify problem
areas in environmen-
tal law and regula-
tion. The session will
be appropriate for
those who have not
had any exposure to
environmental law,
and also for those who participated in last
year’s four session course and want to keep

up-to-date on recent information and leg-
islation.

Alan Knauf is a past chair of the Envi-
ronmental Law Committee of the Mon-
roe County Bar Association and is active
with the Environmental Law Section of
the NYS Bar Association. He has orga-

nized CEI’s award-
winning environ-
mental law course
for many years.

Cost of the pro-
gram is $40 for CEI
members and $50
for non-members.
Student fee is $20.
For further informa-
tion about registra-
tion and member
discounts contact
the Center for Envi-

ronmental Information at 262-2870 or
email ceiroch@aol.com.

BUSH ADMINISTRATION PERSPECTIVES AND PRIORITIES

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE—JUNE 6
William Muszynski, Acting Regional Di-
rector, Region II (New York, New Jersey),
of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, will speak at a Special Topics pro-
gram on Wednesday, June 6 about Bush
administration perspectives and priorities
for environmental compliance.

President Bush has indicated some of
his priorities in the environmental area: a
renewed emphasis on cleaning of
“brownfields”, and full funding for the
Land and Water Conservation Fund
which makes available federal dollars for
state and local open space protection. This
session will provide an overview of the new
administration’s perspective on environ-
mental problems and identify priorities for
monitoring of pollutants and compliance
with regulations in Region II. EPA’s re-
sponsibilities cover both large and small
businesses and state and local government
facilities and activities.

Cost of the program is $40 for CEI
members and $50 for non-members. Stu-
dent fee is $20. For further information
about registration and member discounts
contact the Center for Environmental
Information at 262-2870 or email
ceiroch@aol.com.

As we told you in the last issue of the CEI
SHERE, after a quarter century of meet-
ing the environmental information needs
of this Community, CEI’s Board of Di-
rectors feels that it is essential that we now
assess the environmental information
needs of the Community. We are doing
this as a means of determining what, and
even if, the Center should be doing in the
future. Have we outlived our usefulness?
Is there more that needs to be done in
the area of environmental communica-
tion, education and information? What?

How? By Whom? There are still environ-
mental groups that arise with each new
intrusion by “progress” into a wetland,
wildlife habitat, or environmentally sen-
sitive area. Who will assist those people
who want to protect the last of Nature’s
treasures? Who will provide a forum for
reasoned discourse on the environmental
issues of the present and the future? Be-
yond these traditional roles, there might
even be new purposes and new ways to
which we can apply CEI’s reputation for

SAVE THE DATE
The chairman of the Great Lakes Com-
mission, Nathaniel E. Robinson, will be
the speaker at the Annual Community
Salute to the Environment, sponsored by
the Center for Environmental Informa-
tion. The meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 24 at the Hyatt
Hotel. Mark the date on your calendars.
Further information will be forthcoming
in the Summer 2001 Issue of the Sphere.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM

Sierra Club Named Most Effective
Environmental Organization

In a survey of members of Congress and
key decision makers in the Clinton Admin-
istration, the Sierra Club was named by Re-
publicans and Democrats alike as the na-
tional nonprofit organization they believe
has the most effect on public policy. The
survey was conducted by the Aspen Insti-
tute, a nonpartisan public policy research
and education organization. Sierra Club
received twice as many votes as the next clos-
est environmental group and more than any
of the groups who lobby to weaken envi-
ronmental safeguards.
Source: Sierra Club

Protection of Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge Environmental Priority

Protection from oil drilling for the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, a refuge and habi-
tat of global significance, is a priority for
national environmental organizations. They
maintain that less than 3% of U.S. electric-
ity is generated from oil; that the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey estimates of economically re-
coverable reserves amount to about a six
month supply of oil at present rates of con-
sumption. Since it would be many years
before such oil could be brought to market
it would not provide near-term relief for
high oil prices. Estimates are given that if
SUV’s and light trucks were as efficient as
today’s cars, in less than 3 years the country
would save more gas than the Arctic Ref-
uge could provide.
Sources: Union of Concerned Scientists, Natural
Resources Defense Council, Wilderness Society,
Sierra Club etc.

EPA Seeks Public Comment
In response to a legal petition asking the
EPA to address emissions of greenhouse
gases by cars and trucks, the agency has
opened a public comment period. Com-
ments can by sent to “Docket No. A-
2000-04” and emailed to A-and-R-
docket@epa.gov or sent to Room M-1500
(MC 6102), 401 M St. SW, Washington,
DC 20460.

Public Service Commission Expands
Energy Efficiency Funding

The NYS Public Service Commission has
expanded and extended the System Ben-
efits Charge (SBC) paid by electricity us-
ers to fund public policy programs in the
areas of energy efficiency, energy demand
reduction, research and development, and

energy affordability for low-income util-
ity customers. The program, administered
by the state’s Energy Research and De-
velopment Authority (NYSERDA), in-
creases the total amount of support for
these programs from $78 to $150 mil-
lion annually, for a total of $750 million
commitment over 5 years. The action was
widely praised by environmental and
business groups.

The program is expected to result in
peak demand reduction of up to 300 MW
by Summer 2001 and electricity savings
of about 670 million kWh. In addition
to significant reductions in air pollutant
emissions, the program is also expected
to support the creation and retention of
over seven thousand jobs annually by
2006, as well as leveraging external fund-
ing by about $3 billion in private sector
investments. More information can be
found on the website www. nyserda.org.

Majority of Adirondack Development
Permitted by Local Government

A study completed by the Residents’
Committee to Protect the Adirondacks
has determined that over 8000 new struc-
tures have been built in the Adirondack
Park in the past decade, with 57 % of that
development regulated solely by local gov-
ernments. 43% of the development was
regulated by the NYS Adirondack Park
Agency (APA) under the Adirondack Park
Land Use and Development Plan. Ap-
proximately 45% of the 6 million acre
Adirondack Park is public land (Forest
Preserve) where development is not per-
mitted. Data for the study was obtained
from the 92 towns and 11 villages in the
Park and from the APA Projects Database.

Given the steady development pat-
tern and the significant regulatory au-
thority retained by local governments
for the majority of projects, the Com-
mittee made several recommendations.
These include: funding for a Local Plan-
ning Assistance Program terminated in
the 1980s; funding for increased Re-
source Analysis and Scientific Services
staff at the APA to make available more
expertise to town and village planning
boards; establishment of cumulative en-
vironmental impact analysis and re-
search on carrying capacity of lake wa-
tersheds; continued land acquisition
and purchase of conservation ease-
ments. The summary report with graphs

and charts is available from RCPA, P.O.
Box 27, North Creek, NY 12853-0027.

Quality Communities Task Force
Makes Recommendations

Last September, Lieutenant Governor
Donahue spoke at the Annual Commu-
nity Salute to the Environment, sponsored
by the Center for Environmental Infor-
mation, about the work of the Interagency
Task Force on Quality Communities
which she chairs. The Task Force has is-
sued a report and recommendations in five
areas: State Leadership, Interagency Col-
laboration and Assistance to Local Gov-
ernments; Using Technology; Revitalizing
Downtowns; Maintaining New York’s
Leadership in Open Space Conservation;
Renewal of New York Agriculture; Trans-
portation Infrastructure; Quality for All;
and Economic Growth.

The Report quotes Supervisor Bill
Carpenter of the Town of Pittsford who
defined a quality community as follows:
“It is a safe family environment, it’s a vi-
tality and community pride with the resi-
dents, it is community involvement with
a strong rapport with local officials. It is
growth in accordance with local plans and
policies, it’s concern for the environment.
It’s protection for the character of our
communities. It’s a place we call home.”
www.state.ny.us/ltgovdoc/

Erin Crotty Named
New Environmental Commissioner

Erin M. Crotty has been nominated by
Governor Pataki and confirmed by the
Senate as the new Commissioner of the
NYS Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC), replacing John Cahill
who has been named Senior Policy Advi-
sor to Governor Pataki. Crotty is expected
to carry on the leadership and commit-
ment exhibited by Cahill since he became
Commissioner in 1997.

Crotty was director of Government
Relations for Plug Power, a leading devel-
oper of fuel cell technology for residen-
tial applications. She served two years as
Deputy Commissioner for Water Qual-
ity and Environmental Remediation at
DEC and was involved in the negotiation
of the historic New York City Watershed
Agreement. Previously she was a policy
analyst for the NYS Senate Commission
on Toxic Substances and Hazardous
Wastes.
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YEAR 2001 MEMBERSHIP
Don’t miss out on environmental information that affects you! Keep informed. Sup-
port CEI’s free public information services.

Make checks payable to Center for Environmental Information. Send with re-
sponse form to CEI, 55 St. Paul St., Rochester, NY 14604.

___Yes, please count me in as a CEI member in 2001. Enroll me as:

__$25 Basic __$50 Family/Sustaining __$100 Maple Society
__$200 and above, Oak Society  __$____Other

Name ___________________________________________________________

Street or P.O. Box _________________________________________________

City __________________________ State ____________ Zip Code _______

ACID RAIN (cont. from p. 1)
economics of acid rain, and linkages be-
tween acid deposition and hazardous air
pollutants, fine particles, ozone, eutrophi-
cation, and climate change.

Fifty four agencies and organizations
are co-sponsoring the conference. $75,000
in grants and contributions have sup-
ported the organization of the conference
and the costs of preparing an Executive
Summary. (See Box)

The Center for Environmental Information
gratefully acknowledges grants and contri-
butions from the following donors in sup-
port of the conference, “Acid Rain: Are the
Problems Solved?”
Adirondack Council
Cornell University Center for the Environ-

ment
Department of Foreign Affairs and Interna-

tional Trade, Canada
Edison Electric Institute
Electric Power Research Institute
Environment Canada
Environmental Defense
Keyspan Energy
National Wildlife Federation
New York Power Authority
New York State Adirondack Park Agency
New York State Department of Environmen-

tal Conservation, Division of Air Resources
New York State Energy Research and Devel-

opment Authority
Niagara Mohawk
State University of New York College of En-

vironmental Science & Forestry
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and

Wildlife Service
U.S. Department of the Interior, National

Park Service, Air Resources Division
U.S. Department of the Interior, National

Park Service, PRIMENet
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Clean

Air Markets Division
U.S. Geological Survey
World Resources Institute

IN MY OPINION
The declaration by President Bush that
the U.S. would not support the goals of
the Kyoto Protocol on climate change has
created an international uproar. The U.S.,
with 5% of the world’s population, is re-
sponsible for 25% of global greenhouse
gas emissions, especially carbon dioxide,
a product of fossil fuel combustion. There
remain reasonable ways—globally, na-
tionally, and locally— of addressing the
problem of global warming, which most
scientists with expertise in this area see
as the greatest environmental threat to
natural systems and to human societies
that must adapt to climate change.

William K. Reilly, chairman of the
World Wildlife Fund, and Administra-
tor of the Environmental Protection
Agency, in the first Bush administration,
calls for a climate policy that works in a
recent editorial in the New York Times.
He reminds us that the 1992 interna-
tional convention to combat global
warming was signed by President Bush’s
father and suggests three actions for the
current administration: asking the Na-
tional Academies of Science and of En-
gineering to review the scientific evidence
and the availability of energy-efficient
technologies; asking the private sector
what it can achieve by way of energy ef-
ficiency and when, recognizing that nine
major American companies have already
pledged or committed to significant re-
ductions of greenhouse gas emissions;
developing a credible energy policy that
emphasizes energy efficiency, before
speaking with authority about the re-
sponsibilities of developing countries,
while helping the Chinese (the second
largest emitter) to make further reduc-
tions in the emissions which do not re-
spect national boundaries.

On the home front, the New York
State Public Service Commission direc-
tive to expand and extend the System
Benefits Charge paid by electricity users
to fund public programs in the areas of
energy efficiency (see p. 2) provides $750
million in support over the next five years
for projects submitted from municipali-
ties, institutions and companies. The
New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority administers this
program. Expect to hear a lot more about
this cost-saving (to consumers and the
environment) Energy Smart program in
the coming months.

Elizabeth Thorndike

Alliance Organizes to Protect
Historic Seneca Park Landscape

The Seneca Park Alliance has been formed
to preserve the historic landscape of Sen-
eca Park designed by Frederick Law
Olmsted in the 1880s. The landscape is
threatened by plans to expand the Seneca
Park Zoo. For more information, contact
the Landmark Society of Western NY or
People for Parks.

State Purchase Adds to Braddock Bay
Bird Conservation Area and Conesus

Lake Wetlands
Acquisition of 68 acres of land in the Town
of Greece will expand recreational oppor-
tunities for hikers, anglers, and
birdwatchers while preserving significant
wildlife habitat. The land was purchased
with $670,000 from the 1.75 billion
Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act and in-
cludes 2000 feet along Salmon Creek, a
tributary of Braddock Bay.

A 48 acre parcel on the southern shore
of Conesus Lake was purchased for
$121,000 from the State Environmental
Protection Fund and is being added to the
Conesus Inlet Fish and Wildlife Manage-
ment Area.

MANY THANKS
CEI thanks the following for their gener-
ous support for various programs: The
Daily Record for printing of the CEI
SPHERE; Nixon Peabody LLP for support
to print the 2001-2002 Directory of En-
vironmental Organizations and Agencies;
Nazareth College for making available their
facilities for the Special Topics programs
this spring.

ACTIVISM (cont. from p. 2)
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Thomas F. Walsh

WALSH ELECTED TO BOARD; PRICHARD ELECTED SECRETARY

Thomas F. Walsh, Esq., managing partner
of Jaeckle Fleischmann &
Mugel, LLP Rochester office,
has been elected to fill a va-
cancy created by the departure
of Ginger Lamb from New
York State.

Tom Walsh is a long time
CEI member and supporter
and has been a regular pre-
senter at the Survey Course on
Environmental Law, spon-
sored by CEI.

He is past chair of his firm’s Environ-
mental Practice Group and an Adjunct
Professor of Environmental Law at RIT.
He has published numerous articles on
environmental law.

Walsh is chair of the Monroe County
Local Emergency Planning
Committee, and a member of
the Monroe County Bar
Association’s Academy of Law.
He is also a two term past chair
of the Environmental Com-
mittee of the Monroe Bar As-
sociation, and a member of the
Environmental Committee of
the New York State Bar Asso-
ciation.

Sandi Prichard, Esq. of
Nixon Peabody, elected to the Board in
December 2000, was elected Secretary of
the Board to replace the position vacated
by Ginger Lamb. CEI welcomes both en-
thusiastically.

accurate, credible, balanced perspective
on environmental issues.

For the next few months we are fol-
lowing a process that draws in maximum
input from our membership, past Boards
of Directors, and the current Board. We
also need the view of “outsiders” who are
also stakeholders in the future of a qual-
ity environment in this Region and State.
Our process begins with a Steering Com-
mittee, Long-Range Planning Commit-
tee and a series of focus groups that will
try to draw out as many perceptions of
CEI, its past, present and, and future.
With this, we will develop a survey docu-
ment that assembles the ideas from the
focus groups into reaction-type questions.
These questionnaires will allow us to

FUTURE (cont. from p. 1) quantify responses from as many environ-
mentally conscious participants as pos-
sible. Out of this, we’ll develop recom-
mendations for the future, for the Board
to accept, modify or reject. Our eight
month schedule aims to have recommen-
dations completed by the end of the year.

The most important element of this pro-
cess is participation, by the members and
friends of CEI. Without a broad range of
participants, our decision will be under-in-
formed, and at best, a guess that could come
back to haunt us in the years to come.

We cannot succeed without your in-
dividual input. Please respond with your
support to our effort when you are asked.
Thank you.

Lee Loomis, Chair,
CEI Long Range Planning Committee
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2001–2002
ENVIRONMENTAL DIRECTORY
The 2001-2002 edition of the Directory
of Environmental Agencies and Organi-
zations for the Rochester-Genesee Finger
Lakes Region will be available in May.

This limited edition publication is al-
ways a “best-seller”, so be sure to order
your copies right away. Over 350 public
and private agencies and organizations are
listed with complete contact information.
The Directory costs $10, plus $3 for ship-
ping and handling for members, and $20,
plus $3 for shipping and handling for
non-members. Become a CEI member
today and take advantage of the member
discount! Inquiries and orders should be
directed to the CEI Office, phone 716-
262-2870.

WEB SITE AGAIN ON LINE
The CEI web site is up and running. It
will be updated regularly. In the future,
links will be established to other sites that
provide information about environmen-
tal matters of interest in the Rochester
region. Bookmark the site for future ref-
erence! www.rochesterenvironment.org


